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General Monthly Meetings of MWG
The Monadnock Writers’ Group will meet on the third Saturday of each month through
June 2022 at the Peterborough Town Library unless otherwise noted. Our meetings,
which run from 9:45 to about 11:45, include a fifteen-minute meet-and-greet, announcements of regional events for writers, a ten-minute reading from a member, and a
main speaker sharing professional writing experience and answering our questions. Our
monthly Speaker Series is open to the public and free of charge. Our speakers are instructive and inspirational for writers of all literary forms, genres, and levels of experience. All are welcome. Please note masks and proof of vaccination are currently required
at the Peterborough Town Library. People may also particpate via Zoom.
The link for the February 19, 2022 meeting is as follows:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82569075915?pwd=cFhCaFM2UG13WG8ydlNVUFhyQ1ZHdz09

Members may also join by telephone at: 1 301 715 8592. Meeting ID: 825 6907 5915
Passcode: 584565.
Attention, Members! Ten-Minute Readers are needed for our
meetings on March 19th, April 16th, and June 18th. Fiction, non-fiction,
and poetry, and hybrid works are all welcome. If you are interested in
reading at a meeting, please contact Sara at saralmiller33@gmail.com.
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Winter/Spring 2022
In January, Sugar Hill-based writer Timothy Boudreau, an award-winning short story
writer, gave a wonderful talk on “The Craft of Writing Short Stories" to a group of 35
members who participated both live and by Zoom. Timothy’s collection, Saturday Night
and Other Short Stories, is available through Hobblebush Books. Find Timothy on Twitter at @tcboudreau, or check out his website at: www.timothyboudreau.com.
February 5: THE MWG 3-MINUTE
FICTION SLAM IS BACK! Consider
reading your fiction, no longer than three
minutes, for our annual Flash Fiction Contest at 10 a.m. on February 5 in the Peterborough Library. We have two excellent judges for the contest and prizes for the top
three finishers. It is surprising how creative people can be three minutes! The contest is
free and open to anyone to read or listen. You may participate in person at Peterborough Town Library, Eban Jones Classroom; or via Zoom, as described below.
Time: Feb 5, 2022 10:00 AM Eastern Time. Join the Zoom Meeting at:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84868964821?pwd=aWtWaERxQlQ0eXlqWlZaenpRckhvZz09

Or by telephone at 1 929 205 6099. Use Meeting ID: 848 6896 4821, Passcode: 995635.
February 19: New Hampshire Now: A Photographic Diary of Life
in the Granite State. Please note this will be a hybrid meeting! Our
speakers, Gary Samson and Inez McDermott, will present via Zoom, but
anyone who wishes to attend the meeting in person can watch and participate with us on a big screen at the Peterborough Library. Samson, a photographer, and McDermott, an art historian, will discuss the publication
of New Hampshire Now: A Photographic Diary of Life in the Granite
State, published in October 2021 by the New Hampshire Historical Society. For more information about the project, please go to: https://
www.nhhistory.org/Store/Books/Art/New-Hampshire-Now.
March 19: Renowned author Howard Mansfield of Hancock will talk
about his new book, Chasing Eden. Howard Mansfield sifts through the commonplace
and the forgotten to discover stories that tell us about ourselves and our place in the
world. He writes about history, architecture, and preservation. He is the
author of a dozen books, including In the Memory House, The Bones of
the Earth, The Same Ax, Twice; Chasing Eden, and Dwelling in Possibility: Searching for the Soul of Shelter, which The Boston Globe called “a
wholly original meditation that’s part observation of the contemporary
built environment, part cultural history, part philosophical account, and
at times something like a Whitmanian poetic survey.” To learn more
about Howard Mansfield, please go to: www.howardmansfield.com.

The Quill February 2022

2

Monadnock Writers’ Group

April 16: In honor of National Poetry Month, celebrated New Hampshire poets
Becky Sakellariou and Henry Walters will read from recent works and answer
questions about the process of writing poetry. Henry Walters’ poems, essays, and translations have appeared in a variety of journals, from The Old Farmer's Almanac to Asymptote, Broad Street, and Hawk Migration Studies. He is the author of a play, Objects
in Mirror, and his first collection of poems, Field Guide A Tempo, was a finalist for the
2016 Kate Tufts Discovery Award. Becky Dennison Sakellariou has published in a wide
variety of journals, and her books include
Earth Listening , What Shall I Cry?, and The
Possibility of Red. Becky has won numerous
prizes from individual small presses and has
been nominated twice for the Pushcart Poetry
Anthology.
May 21: Bi-annual Member Read Around. Please note: We have changed the
Read-Aloud from our regular date June to May in order to accommodate our June
speaker. Members read aloud from their work for no more than ten minutes apiece in
order to accommodate everyone.
June 19: Harrisville summer resident Jack E. Davis, historian, author, and winner of
the Pulitzer Prize in History for The Gulf: The Making of an American Sea, will talk
about his new book is The Bald Eagle: The Improbable Journey
of America's Bird. His previous book, An Everglades Providence: Marjory Stoneman Douglas and the American Environmental Century, a dual biography of America's premier
wetlands and the woman who led a movement to save it, won
the gold medal in nonfiction from the Florida Book Awards.
https://www.pulitzer.org/winners/jack-e-davis

MWG Member News
• The MWG Board is delighted to announce that Mary Marchese has joined the MWG
Board as a Member-at-Large. Mary, a Harrisville resident, has a degree in English
Literature and has been a feature writer for a newspaper, a technical writer at IBM,
and currently edits a community newsletter. Mary is the author Whatever Happened
to Steve Nathan?, which is available on Amazon. Welcome to the Board, Mary!
• New member Matthew McGuirk of Langdon, NH has released a debut hybrid poetry-prose collection collection, Daydreams, Obssessions, and Realities, published with
Alien Buddha Press and available now through Amazon. McGuirk has published
poetry, flash fiction, short stories, song lyrics and blog posts in a variety of outlets.
Please click here for a full listing of his work. https://linktr.ee/McGuirkMatthew.
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• Would you like to get more involved with the MWG? Meet some great people?
Invest in your writing life? Consider joining the MWG Board! We’re looking for a new
Member-at-Large to join our board in July. This position is a very low time
commitment does not involve fundraising. We meet four times a year for about an
hour, and most work is done by email. If you are interested, please contact Sara at:
monadnockwriters@gmail.com.

Calls for Submission & Resources for Writers
Calling all poets! Submissions for the Poetry
in the Pines contest are NOW OPEN through
March 31. Poems must be no longer than eight
lines and must be about nature. The three winning
poems will be displayed on the trails at Cathedral of
the Pines in the spring. Please email poems to
monadnockwriters@gmail.com. Poetry will be
judged by poet Susan Roney-O’Brien, and the award ceremony will be May 14th, 10:00
am at Cathedral of the Pines. For information on the past contests and winners, please
click here: https://monadnockwriters.org/publications-2/poetry-in-the-pines.
Memoir and Fiction Workshops at the Peterborough Town Library. Sharonbased writing teacher Brian Evans-Jones will be running two prose writing workshops
at PTL in February and March. Mining Memory for Memoir is on February 23, 1-4pm:
learn how to tap into your memories more deeply, so you can write memoir that is more
vivid, compelling, and surprising. Characters That Work for Fiction is two sessions,
March 1 and March 8, 6:30-8pm: learn different ways to invent characters, how make
them come alive, and how to use them to create excellent stories, long or short.
Brian has taught memoir and fiction for many years at the college level, and has led
hundreds of writers in acclaimed workshops on both sides of the Atlantic. Memoir is
$60, Fiction is $65. To book, please go to: https://www.monadnockunderground.com/
shop/. Any questions? Please email brian@brianevansjones.com. Presented in conjunction with Monadnock Underground.
Poetry at The Root is a new monthly open mic poetry night at the
lovely Root Café on route 101 in Temple. Everyone is welcome! Read
your own poems, read poems by others, or come to listen and support!
Live music, excellent food and coffee/tea from the café, and a warm atmosphere. Next reading is on Thursday February 24, 6:30-8 pm. Get
more details and sign up for reminder emails at: https://www.writebetterpoems.com/
poetry-at-the-root.
Swan Hope Press seeks poetry, short stories, line drawings and essays for a forthcoming anthology to be published fall, 2022. This issue will have a special section: “Would
You Like Paper or Plastic?” devoted to poems inspired by North Worcester County
The Quill February 2022

4

Monadnock Writers’ Group

(MA). Submission Guidelines: 1 or 2 poems maximum of not more than 35
lines each or one 1000 word story or essay. Snail mail one copy of your entry
with your contact information, previous publications, etc; and one copy with
no personal information to: Concepts/K. Swantee, 285 Central Ave, Leominster, MA 01453. Submissions accepted through April 30, 2022. No need to
include SASE, we will contact you if we like your work. Payment will be a small honorarium and two copies of our publication.
The Literary Arts Guild of the Center for the Arts, Lake Sunapee Region, has
issued a Call for Submissions to its annual poetry contest in honor of National Poetry
Month in April. This year’s theme is “Farming”. Entrants should submit a poem about a
favorite farm, farmer or farm that fascinates them. For detailed requirements for submission please click here: https://centerfortheartsnh.org/poetry-contest
Cricket Media is seeking queries, literary submissions, and artwork for both fiction and nonfiction publications aimed at children
ages 9-14. Deadlines and requirements vary. For more information
please click here: https://cricketmedia.com/submission-guidelines
Island Port Press is a Maine book publisher specializing in nonfiction, but also considers fiction, gift, and other trade titles, including food, humor, and mystery. Submissions should reflect a New England sensibility and primarily be set in and tell stories
about this region, as well as characterize the culture and people. Island Port Press also
considers picture books, storybooks, middle grade chapter books, and young adult titles.
For more information about sending queries to Islandport Press, please click here:
www.islandportpress.com/submissions
The Maine Review is a tri-annual online literary journal that publishes culturally significant and innovative writing by writers living in Maine, across the country, and
around the world. Maine Review Publications is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization dedicated to making contemporary literature accessible to readers and writers of all incomes. For submission guidelines please go to: https://mainereview.com.

Monadnock Writers’ Group Publications
Smoky Quartz – An Online Journal of Literature & Art The Smoky Quartz 10th Anniversary Special Print Edition is currently OPEN FOR SUBMISSIONS! Submissions are welcome through March 15, 2022. Help us celebrate the ten-year anniversary
of Smoky Quartz! We seek poetry, short fiction, creative nonfiction, art, and photography. This edition will include new work along with a selection of pieces from past online
issues. The theme for the Smoky Quartz anthology is: Transformations. We invite you
to explore wherever this concept leads you: into light, or darkness, or shades in between.
We welcome submissions from new, emerging, and established writers and artists with
ties to New Hampshire. For more information, or to see the current edition, please click
here: https://smokyquartz.org.
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The Mud Chronicles: Experiences of New Hampshire's “fifth season” highlight this
anthology, showing how much landscape and seasonal cues matter to our contributors.
Plus, beings of metaphor that we are, the fifth season reminds us of emotional transitions, of times that don’t fit smoothly in the unfolding of a life, that mark a shift in who
we were and who we will become. Copies at a discounted price are available for pick up
in Peterborough. For details contact: monadnockwriters@gmail.com.
Penning the Pandemic: The creative writing in this volume shares the shock, the
anguish, the courage, and the resilience of humanity in extraordinary times. After science and politics have had their say, art is left to record what the survivors felt and what
they learned at heart. Penning the Pandemic is available at the Toadstool in Peterborough and for order from any other online or brick-and-mortar retail bookseller. Copies
at a discounted price are available for pick up in Peterborough. For details please contact: monadnockwriters@gmail.com.

The MWG needs YOU!
Get Involved in the Monadnock Writers’ Group!
• Volunteer! If you would be interested in getting more involved or have ideas for speakers or events, please let us
know! Please email us monadnockwriters@gmail.com.
• Get something into the Quill: If you would like to submit to our monthly newsletter, please contact Jess at
mwg.quill@gmail.com at least a week before the end of the month. As a member, you
may include your author events and announcements.
• MWG Bloggers: Let us know if you would like your blog to be listed on the MWG
website and Facebook page. Please send your details to mwgwebmanager@gmail.com
• Who are we at MWG?: Established in 1984, the primary mission of the Monadnock Writers’ Group is to offer fellowship and support to professional writers and to
those actively engaged in developing their writing skills. To learn more about us, or to
say something about yourself, please see the Monadnock Writers Group Members
page at: https://monadnockwriters.org/our-members/, where you can read short biographies of our members, get in touch with someone doing work related to your own,
or just to share work that is interesting.
• Please explore the MWG website: www.monadnockwriters.org/ for news, member
profiles, archives, publications, and more, or, join the MWG Facebook Page at
https://www.facebook.com/groups/monadnockwriters/ for member news, announcements, helpful links, and all things writerly.
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Monadnock Writers’ Group Membership Information:
•

Program year membership - September through June
o Regular membership $30
o Students and seniors $25
o Patron $50
o Benefactor $100
o Corporate $250

•

Individual members are encouraged to announce their own projects such as
workshops, social gatherings, group support sessions, or whatever the writingrelated endeavor. Feel free to take the floor at the monthly meeting, or contact
the newsletter editor at mwg.quill@gmail.com to send an announcement to the
membership in the monthly newsletter.

•

Bring a friend to one of our monthly meetings, and if they join MWG, you will receive a $20 gift certificate for the Toadstool Bookshop!

•

Please click the link below to renew your Membership! Your dues pay for
speakers fees, meeting room rental, publicity, refreshments and more!
https://monadnockwriters.org/membership-form/.

MWG 2021-2022 Board of Directors
President: Sara Miller
Vice President: Jesseca Timmons
Treasurer: Carl Mabbs-Zeno
Secretary: Rodger Martin
Webmaster: Linda Thomas
Emeritus: Ann Day
Members-at-Large: Deni Dickler, Maura MacNeil, Mary Marchese, Louise Werden

The Quill February 2022

7

Monadnock Writers’ Group

