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General Monthly Meetings of MWG
The Monadnock Writers’ Group will meet on the third Saturday of each month through
June 2022 at the Peterborough Town Library unless otherwise noted. Our meetings,
which run from 9:45 to about 11:45, include a fifteen minute meet-and- greet, regional
announcements of events for writers, a ten-minute reading from a member, and a main
speaker sharing professional writing experience and answering our questions. Our
monthly Speaker Series is open to the public and free of charge. Our speakers are instructive and inspirational for writers of all literary forms, genres, and levels of experience. All are welcome; masks and proof of vaccination are required.
Our meetings will be available on Zoom. The link for January is:
Time: Jan 15, 2022 09:30 AM.
Zoom meeting link (please copy into your browser without the hyphen after the Z!!)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81475114761?pwd=bFl1RkZzTEx4SnQ4ZDN0N1ZtQ1RYZz09
Meeting ID: 814 7511 4761
Passcode: 454370
Or connect by telephone at: 1 929 205 6099
and use meeting ID: 814 7511 4761 and
Passcode: 454370
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2021 Wrap Up: December Read-Aloud. Sixteen MWG members enjoyed the
Biannual Members Read-Around on December 18th, participating
both live and via Zoom. MWG writers shared poetry, essays, a memoir “snippet,” and fiction. Thank you to Jim for the tech help, to Peg
for the excellent cookies, and to Chelle for sharing free editions of her
lovely picture book about Doxie the Dachsund! Our last meeting of
2021 wrapped up just as the first real snow of the season began to fall
on Peterborough. Thanks to all who participated!

Winter/Spring 2022 Speakers
January 15, 2022: Timothy Boudreau on “The Craft of Writing Short Stories." Timothy lives in Sugar Hill, New Hampshire with
his wife, Judy. His recent work appears in MonkeyBicycle, New World
Writing, Retreat West, Ellipsis, and X-R-A-Y, and he has been nominated for Best Microfiction and the Pushcart Prize. His collection Saturday Night and other Short Stories is available through Hobblebush
Books. Find him on Twitter at @tcboudreau or at:
timothyboudreau.com.
February 19: New Hampshire Now: A Photographic Diary of Life in the
Granite State. Photographer Gary Samson and art historian
Inez McDermott will discuss the publication of New Hampshire
Now: A Photographic Diary of Life in the Granite State, published
in October 2021 by the New Hampshire Historical Society. Gary
Samson is the former Artist Laureate of New Hampshire and has
has received numerous awards, grants, and fellowships for his
work. Art Historian Inez McDermott has coordinated a lecture series which is intended to help audiences make important connections between the New Hampshire Now project and the tradition and impact of documentary photography in American history. For
more information about the project please go to:
https://www.nhhistory.org/Store/Books/Art/New-Hampshire-Now.
March 19: Hancock resident and nationally renowned writer Howard
Mansfield will speak abut his new book, Chasing Eden. Mansfield writes
about architecture, history, and sense of place. His many books include
Dwelling in Possibility, Where the Mountain Stands Alone: Stories of
Places in the Monadnock Region, In the Memory House, and In The
Habit Of Turning the World Upside Down. www.howardmansfield.com.
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April 16: For National Poetry Month, New Hampshire Poets
Becky Sakelleriou and Henry Walters will read from recent
works and answer questions about the process of writing poetry.
Henry Walters is is a naturalist, teacher, falconer, and writer-inresidence at the Dublin School. He is the author of Field Guide A Tempo. Becky Dennison Sakellariou has published in a wide variety of journals, and her books include Earth Listening , What
Shall I Cry?, and The Possibility of Red, a bilingual edition of her
poems translated into Greek by poet Maria Laina. Becky has won
numerous prizes from individual small presses and has been nominated twice for the Pushcart Poetry Anthology.

• Member News: Ann Day and Rodger Martin were among the poets featured in
Writing the Land’s latest anthology: Writing The Land: Northeast, which features
work about conservation areas and land trusts in New England.
www.writingtheland.org.
• Writer’s Night Out is, sadly, still on hiatus due to the pandemic.

MWG Publications
Smoky Quartz – An Online Journal of Literature & Art is temporarily closed to submissions as the editors make plans for a 10th anniversary edition in print! The Call for
Submissions for the anniversary edition will be posted in mid-January on the MWG
and Smoky Quartz websites, and in other media. In the meantime, the Fall 2021
issue of Smoky Quartz is online! We received a fine abundance of prose, poetry, and
artwork for this issue. The featured stories range from visitors and messages from the
other side to explorations of friendship and family connections. The poetry transports us
from wash on the line to the far reaches of galaxies, while Juliette Gagnon Strong Heart
shares her distinctive artwork bridging indigenous past and present. Thank you to the
writers, poets, and artists who shared this abundance with us. We now gratefully share
Smoky Quartz Fall 2021 with you for your reading pleasure.
~ The Editors, Smoky Quartz
The Mud Chronicles: Experience of our “fifth season” highlights this anthology,
showing how much landscape and seasonal cues matter to our contributors. Plus, beings of metaphor that we are, the fifth season reminds us of emotional transitions, of
times that don’t fit smoothly in the unfolding of a life, that mark a shift in who we were
and who we will become. Copies at a discounted price are available for pick up in Peterborough. For details contact: monadnockwriters@gmail.com.
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Penning the Pandemic: The creative writing in this volume shares the shock, the
anguish, the courage, and the resilience of humanity in extraordinary times. After science and politics have had their say, art is left to record what the survivors felt and what
they learned at heart. It is available at the Toadstool in Peterborough and for order from
any other online or brick-and-mortar retail bookseller. Copies at a discounted price are
available for pick up in Peterborough. For details please contact:
monadnockwriters@gmail.com.

Calls for Submission, Events, & Resources for Writers
Poetry in the Pines. Monadnock Writers' Group
and Cathedral of the Pines in Rindge will resume
the Poetry in the Pines contest this month. The
winning poems will be displayed on the trails at
Cathedral of the Pines (www.cathedralofthepines.org). More details on the theme and submitting poems will be available soon. For information on the past contests and winners
please click:
https://monadnockwriters.org/publications-2/poetry-in-the-pines/.
Can you tell a great story in three minutes? We
bet you can! Get your flash fiction ready for the return
of the MWG Three Minute Fiction slam on February
5, 2022. More information coming soon! To learn
more about Flash Fiction please click here:
https://nhwritersproject.org/three-minute-fiction-slam/
Junction Magazine “creates, collects, and curates stories — of all
forms — that represent, inspire, and amuse our community.” Junction is
focused on the western NH-Eastern VT , particularly the Upper Valley
area. Pitches and submissions should fit into one or several themed areas
of interest: Arts & Culture, Food & Farm, People, or the Wild. Rolling
submissions. https://junctionmagazine.com/home.
The Penmen Review. Southern New Hampshire University’s online journal for creative writers accepts submissions on a quarterly basis. New submission cycles begin on
the first day of January, April, July, and October. The Review accepts
original poetry, essays, book and script excerpts, and short stories. For
poetry, submit up to three poems per submission cycle. For all other
submissions, submit up to 2,500 words. The Review provides writers
of all calibers, from novice to professional, with an opportunity to
submit poetry, essays, book and script excerpts, and short stories for
potential publication. https://penmenreview.com.
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Berkeley Press Open Submission Program. Berkley Press
publishes “commercial fiction that reflects the world we live in
and to bring readers stories that encompass a full range of backgrounds, experiences and unique perspectives.” The Berkley
Open Submission Program opens a direct submission channel
in the hopes of reaching more potential authors. Berkeley invites
submissions from all writers. https://sites.prh.com/berkley-open-submission-program?
fbclid=IwAR3OPUJ0Lyk9dzoxp23MqzN5X-OGo2KgJKPSICy8eD8qShXralwxhLeqBco.
The New Verse News presents politically progressive poetry on current events and topical issues. Send unpublished poems in the body of
an email (no attachments, please) to nvneditor@gmail.com. Please
check the website for requirements:
https://newversenews.blogspot.com.

Get Involved in the Monadnock Writers Group!
The MWG needs YOU!
• Volunteer! If you would be interested in getting more involved or have ideas for
speakers or events, please let us know! Please email monadnockwriters@gmail.com.
• Get something into the Quill: If you would like to submit to our monthly newsletter , please contact Jess at mwg.quill@gmail.com at least a week before the end of
the month. As a member, you may include your author events and announcements.
• MWG Bloggers: Let us know if you would like your blog to be listed on the MWG
website and Facebook page. Please send your details to
mwgwebmanager@gmail.com .
• Who are we at MWG?: Established in 1984, the primary mission of the Monadnock Writers’ Group is to offer fellowship and support to professional writers and to
those actively engaged in developing their writing skills. To learn more about us, or to
say something about yourself, please see the Monadnock Writers Group Members
page at: https://monadnockwriters.org/our-members/, where you can read short biographies of our members, get in touch with someone doing work related to your own,
or just to share work that is interesting.
• Please explore the MWG website: www.monadnockwriters.org/ for news, member
profiles, archives, publications, and more, or, join the MWG Facebook Page at
https://www.facebook.com/groups/monadnockwriters/ for member news, announcements, helpful links, and all things writerly.
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Monadnock Writers’ Group Membership Information:
•

Program year membership - September through June
o Regular membership $30
o Students and seniors $25
o Patron $50
o Benefactor $100
o Corporate $250

•

Individual members are encouraged to announce their own projects such as
workshops, social gatherings, group support sessions, or whatever the writingrelated endeavor. Feel free to take the floor at the monthly meeting, or contact
the newsletter editor at mwg.quill@gmail.com to send an announcement to the
membership in the monthly newsletter.

•

Bring a friend to one of our monthly meetings, and if they join MWG, you will receive a $20 gift certificate for the Toadstool Bookshop!

•

Please click the link below to renew your Membership! Your dues pay for
speakers fees, meeting room rental, publicity, refreshments and more!
https://monadnockwriters.org/membership-form/.

MWG 2021-2022 Board of Directors
President: Sara Miller
Vice President: Jesseca Timmons
Treasurer: Carl Mabbs-Zeno
Secretary: Rodger Martin
Webmaster: Linda Thomas
Emeritus: Ann Day
Members-at-Large: Deni Dickler, Maura MacNeil, Mary Marchese, Louise Werden
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