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General Monthly Meetings of MWG 
The Monadnock Writers’ Group will meet on the third Saturday of each month through 
June 2022 at the Peterborough Town Library unless otherwise noted. Our meetings, 
which run from 9:45 to about 11:45,  include a fifteen minute meet-and- greet, regional 
announcements of events for writers, a ten-minute reading from a member, and a main 
speaker sharing professional writing experience and answering our questions.  Our 
monthly Speaker Series is open to the public and free of charge.  Our speakers are in-
structive and inspirational for writers of all literary forms, genres, and levels of experi-
ence. All are welcome; masks and proof of vaccination are required.  

Our meetings will be available on Zoom. https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88674048276?
pwd=aG9JOG1mU3pVOEdySDlUK2FLQldPZz09 
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2021-2022 Speakers  

In November, mystery novelist Bonnar Spring spoke to the MWG about 
the link between  being a reader and writer, her writing process, her path 
to publication and her experiences working with agents and a small pub-
lisher. Bonnar answered so many questions from the group we very sadly 
had to cut the meeting off due to time! Bonnar’s third mystery novel is due 
out from Oceanview Publishing in May.     https://bonnarspring.com 

December 18: Biannual Members Read-Around. At the 
December meeting, members of the Monadnock Writers’ Group will 
read excerpts of their own work up for to ten minutes each.  Every 
year this is an inspirational opportunity to enjoy the creative talents 
of our members. We will meet at the Peterborough Town Library.    

January 15, 2022: Timothy Boudreau  on The Craft of Writing 
Short Stories. Timothy  lives in Sugar Hill, New Hampshire with his 
wife, Judy. His recent work appears in MonkeyBicycle, New World Writ-
ing, Retreat West, Ellipsis, and X-R-A-Y, and has been nominated for Best 
Microfiction and the Pushcart Prize. His collection Saturday Night and 
other Short Stories is available through Hobblebush Books. Find him on 
Twitter at @tcboudreau or at timothyboudreau.com.  

February 19, 2022: Gary Sampson and Inez McDermott 
New Hampshire Now: A Photographic Diary of Life in the 
Granite State.  Photographer Gary Samson and art historian Inez 
McDermott will discuss the publication of New Hampshire Now: A 
Photographic Diary of Life in the Granite State, published in October 
2021 by the New Hampshire Historical Society:  Gary Samson is the 
former Artist Laureate of New Hampshire and has played an active 
role in in the state’s art and education communities for 45 years. He 
has received numerous awards, grants, and fellowships for his work.  

Inez McDermott is an art historian and educator who has curated 
several photography exhibitions throughout her career. Inez has coordinated a lecture 
series which is intended to help audiences make important connections between the 
New Hampshire Now project and the tradition and impact of documentary photography 
in American history.  For more information on the project please click here: https://
www.nhhistory.org/Store/Books/Art/New-Hampshire-Now.  
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 In Memory of  Ann Robinson 

Long-time Monadnock Writers’ Group member Ann Robinson, who 
died on November 21, 2021, will be dearly missed by her many friends 
in the MWG.  From the very beginning, Ann served MWG in many 
board capacities, including President.  She also served as an editor for 
MWG's second anthology, The Monadnock Reader, in 1990. 

Her obituary with  Diluzio, Foley sand Fletcher Funeral Homes shows the vast expanse 
and commitment Ann held for writing and the arts.  She worked in public relations and 
as a freelance writer. She contributed articles and play reviews to the Keene Sentinel, 
read her own work on New Hampshire Public radio, and acted as a reviewer for Publish-
er’s Weekly (Forecasts). She worked as an advertising copywriter with WKBK Radio 
1976-1979 and had her own freelance advertising business 1978-1980. Her advertising 
work earned her a place as a CLEO Finalist and Advertising Club of NH Graniteer 
Awards in 1980. She served as Executive Director of the Grand Monadnock Arts Council 
1980-81.  

Ann’s passion for creative writing throughout her years yielded numerous publications, 
including “The Elf Gig” in Yankee Magazine (December 1984), short stories in the Mon-
adnock Writers’ Group anthologies over the years, and other humor, non-fiction and fic-
tion pieces in various local and New Hampshire publications. She also published Ordi-
nary Perils, a collection of short stories in 2002, and Witch: A Cranky Little Tale, a 
novel, in 2020. Ann Robinson also served as the senior editor for the Shadow and 
Light: A Literary Anthology on Memory, in 2011. She was a finalist for the Nightshade 
Press Annual Story award in 1998 and a Semi-Finalist for the Peter Taylor Prize for the 
Novel in 2005. 

Calling hours will be held Wednesday evening, December 22, 2021 from 4:00 to 7:00pm 
at the Foley Funeral Home, 49 Court Street, Keene. A memorial service will be held on 
Thursday, December 23rd at 1:00pm in the United Church of Christ, 23 Central Square, 
Keene.     

MWG Publications  

The Fall 2021 issue of Smoky Quartz is now online! We received a fine abundance 
of prose, poetry, and artwork for this issue. The featured stories range from visitors and 
messages from the other side to explorations of friendship and family connections. The 
poetry transports us from wash on the line to the far reaches of galaxies, while Juliette 
Gagnon Strong Heart shares her distinctive artwork bridging indigenous past and 
present. Thank you to the writers, poets, and artists who shared this abundance with us. 
We now gratefully share Smoky Quartz Fall 2021 with you for your reading pleasure.  
Please note: Smoky Quartz is temporarily closed to submissions as we make plans for 
a 10th anniversary edition in print! More information about the anniversary edition will 
be available in the January Quill and on the Smoky Quartz website.  —SQ Editors 
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The Mud Chronicles:  Experience of our “fifth season” highlights this anthology, 
showing how much landscape and seasonal cues matter to our contributors.  Plus, be-
ings of metaphor that we are, the fifth season reminds us of emotional transitions, of 
times that don’t fit smoothly in the unfolding of a life, that mark a shift in who we were 
and who we will become. Copies at a discounted price are available for pick up in Peter-
borough.  For details contact: monadnockwriters@gmail.com. 

Penning the Pandemic:  The creative writing in this volume shares the   shock, the 
anguish, the courage, and the resilience of humanity in extraordinary times.  After sci-
ence and politics have had their say, art is left to record what the survivors felt and what 
they learned at heart. It is available at the Toadstool in Peterborough and for order from 
any other online or brick-and-mortar retail bookseller.  Copies at a discounted price are 
available for pick up in Peterborough. For details please contact: 
monadnockwriters@gmail.com.  

Calls for Submission, Events, & Resources for Writers 

Poetry in the Pines. Monadnock Writers' 
Group and Cathedral of the Pines in Rindge will 
resume the Poetry in the Pines contest in Jan-
uary, 2022.  The winning poems will be dis-
played on the trails at Cathedral of the Pines 
(www.cathedralofthepines.org).  More details 
on the theme and submitting poems will be 
available in January.  For information on the past contests and winners please click:  
https://monadnockwriters.org/publications-2/poetry-in-the-pines/.  

New Hampshire Writers Project 2021 Three-Minute Fiction Slam Winners  
Due to COVID-19 restrictions many of the  statewide Three-Minute Slam Fiction forums 
did not meet and were on hiatus. As a result, only two groups met and held the Three-
Minute Slam Fiction event in 2021: The Monadnock Writers’ Group and the 
Nashua NHWP Writers’ Night Out (WNO) Group. Consequently, there will be no formal 
Three-Minute Slam Fiction Final for 2021. Deni Dickler was the Monadnock Writers 
Group winner with her piece, A Rose by any Other Name. Kelsey Gallant of the Nashua 
NHWP WNO group won for her submission, The Breakup. Each will receive a check for 
$100.00 for their participation in their group’s competition. Congratulations to Deni 
Dickler and Kelsey Gallant! The statewide 2022 Three-Minute Slam Fiction Finals will 
be held Saturday Nov 12, 2022. Guidelines will be posted on the NHWP website in Jan-
uary.  Please check: https://nhwritersproject.org                   —NHWP  

Can you tell  a great  story in three minutes? 
We bet you can! Get your story ready for the return 
of the MWG Three Minute Fiction slam on Feb-
ruary 5, 2022. 
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NH Poetry Census. To celebrate New Hampshire's poets, state poet laureate Alexan-
dria Peary is conducting a Poetry Census. Alex seeks information on NH residents 
who've published poetry in 2021. She's hosting a virtual-champagne-popping celebra-
tion of poets and their publications the last week of December (date TBA). If you've pub-
lished a poetry book or chapbook or had a poem/poems appear in a literary journal, 
newspaper, or magazine between January 1-December 31, 2021, please email Alexandra 
at Balconyofwords@gmail.com. Include the following info: your full name, town of resi-
dency, title of your poetry publication, publisher, and publication date by Monday, De-
cember 7. She would like to hear about your publications even if you're not available for 
the late December celebration. https://newhampshirepoetlaureate.blogspot.com/ 

Black Heritage Trail Poetry Event. The Black Matter Is Life: Poetry for Engage-
ment and Overcoming. A Hybrid Poetry Reading & Discussion. BHTNH is 
proud to partner with 3S Artspace in Portsmouth to present this hybrid in-
person and virtual poetry series of public conversations. This series exam-
ines the work of well-known and little-known Black poets to explore and 
discuss the rich tradition and innovation found in African American poet-
ry. Next event: December 15, 7 pm. Please register here:  
blackheritagetrailnh.org/poetry-events/.  

Narrative  invites all writers, poets, visual artists, photographers, per-
formers, and filmmakers between eighteen and thirty years old to send 
us their best work. We’re looking for the traditional and the innovative, 
the true and the imaginary. We’re looking to encourage and promote 
the best young authors and artists working today. 
https://www.narrativemagazine.com/submission-guidelines 

Chicken Soup for the Soul  publishers are always looking for 
humorous and heartwarming stories in many different categories: 
cats and dogs, counting your blessings, wacky family stories, 
kindness and more.  

https://www.chickensoup.com/story-submissions/possible-book-topics 

Be Part of the Monadnock Writers Group! 

• Volunteer! If you would be interested in getting more involved or have ideas for 
speakers or events, please let us know! Please email  monadnockwriters@gmail.com.  

• Get something into the Quill: If you would like to submit to our monthly news-
letter , please contact Jess at mwg.quill@gmail.com at least a week before the end of 
the month. As a member, you may include your author events and announcements.  
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• MWG Bloggers:  Let us know if you would like your blog to be listed on the MWG 
website and Facebook page.  Please send your details to 
mwgwebmanager@gmail.com . 

• Who are we at MWG?:  Established in 1984, the primary mission of the Monad-
nock Writers’ Group is to offer fellowship and support to professional writers and to 
those actively engaged in developing their writing skills.  To learn more about us, or to 
say something about yourself, please see the Monadnock Writers Group  Members 
page at:  https://monadnockwriters.org/our-members/,  where you can read short bi-
ographies of our members, get in touch with someone doing work related to your own, 
or just to share work that is interesting.    

• Please explore the MWG website: www.monadnockwriters.org/   or join  our Facebook 
page at  https://www.facebook.com/groups/monadnockwriters/ for numerous ideas 
on writing, reading and publishing. 

Monadnock Writers’ Group Membership Information:  

• Program year membership - September through June  
o Regular membership $30 
o Students and seniors $25 
o Patron $50 
o Benefactor $100 
o Corporate $250 

• Individual members are encouraged to announce their own projects such as 
workshops, social gatherings, group support sessions, or whatever the writing-
related endeavor. Feel free to take the floor at the monthly meeting, or contact 
the newsletter editor at mwg.quill@gmail.com to send an announcement to the 
membership in the monthly newsletter.  

• Bring a friend to one of our monthly meetings, and if they join MWG, you will re-
ceive a $20 gift certificate for the Toadstool Bookshop!   

• Please click the link below to renew your Membership! Your dues pay for 
speakers fees, meeting room rental, publicity, refreshments and more!  

      https://monadnockwriters.org/membership-form/ .
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