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General Monthly Meetings of MWG 
The Monadnock Writers’ Group will meet on the third Saturday 
of each month through June 2021.  Our meetings begin at 9:45 
and continue to about 11:45.  Public Health guidelines for small 
meetings during the COVID crisis will be carefully followed.   

The venue for October will be the beautiful upstairs room of the 
Mariposa Museum, located at 26 Main Street in Peterborough, 
just across the bridge into town.  In addition, the meeting can be 
followed via Zoom by connecting at 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86162106433?
pwd=cWRHV1NjNi9HQVU5QWhFSyt1UnlqQT0 
Just go to this address and follow the prompts.  

We plan to move back to the Peterborough Town Library when it reopens after its substantial renovation, 
possibly when our next program year begins in September 2021. 

The Speaker Series is open to the public and free of charge.  Our speakers are instructive and inspirational 
for writers of all literary forms, genres, and levels of experience.  
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           October 17 
               Jack Hitchner 

 

    John T. "Jack" Hitchner is a graduate of Glassboro State College and Dartmouth 
College, and has studied at the University of Bath in the United Kingdom. For over 35 
years he taught English in New Jersey and New Hampshire public schools. He is 
retired from teaching Creative Writing and Coming of Age in War and Peace at Keene 
State College. His poetry appears in the collections Seasons and Shadows and Not Far 
From Here; his short fiction in How Far Away, How Near.  This summer he 
published Like Snow Upon Green, a collection of stories and poems of childhood, 
youth, aging, the effects of war, and the constancy of love. 

November 21 
Dan Szczesny 

   Dan Szczesny is a long-time journalist who moved to New Hampshire in 2000 to 
cover the Presidential Election. In 2001, Dan became Associate Publisher of The 
Hippo, now the state’s largest Arts and Entertainment journal.  He’s written several 
award-winning books of travel memoir and is the Editor of Murder Ink, a series of 
New England-based Pulp Fiction anthologies set in or around the newsroom.  His 
newest book, U & Me: Reflections from the Fatherhood Frontier, is a collection of 
essays exploring parenting and fatherhood. 

December 19 
Read-Around 

Members of the Monadnock Writers’ Group read excerpts of their own work up to ten 
minutes each.  This intriguing visit with fellow writers will be in the Mariposa Museum.  
The public is welcome to attend. 

Writers’ Night In:  Writers’ Night Out is a custom throughout New Hampshire to provide a 
monthly social gathering of writers.  It was suspended in Peterborough and elsewhere due to restrictions 
of the COVID crisis but is being revived and revised by MWG under the name Writers’ Night In.  We 
will hold a Zoom meeting on the first Monday of each month, except when it conflicts with a holiday. 

Our idea is to have dinner while conversing with other writers in the area.  There is no program and no 
rules on topics - just a social gathering through a Zoom connection.  We will begin on October 5 at 6:30 
and expect to have the connection open until 8:00.  Connect at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/
84502527469?pwd=eWM2NGc5Vmk0TWxuSDlDRkpTSGlpQT09 
and follow the prompts to keep in touch with what writer friends are doing and feel their encouragement 
on your current project. 
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Writing Opportunities 

Get your article into Smoky Quartz:  Published 
by the Monadnock Writers’ Group, Smoky Quartz is an 
online journal of literature and art, named after New 
Hampshire’s state gem. Writers and artists with ties to New 
Hampshire are featured in each issue. We publish poetry, 
short fiction, creative nonfiction, and a diverse selection of art 
and photography.  See the Spring 2020 issue at 
 https://smokyquartz.org. 

 Submissions for the fall issue are now closed but new 
submissions will be considered for the spring 2021 issue. 

Essay Contest:  The Monadnock Writers’ Group  is sponsoring a high school essay contest 
established to honor the memory  of George Duncan.   George 
was an award-winning marketing copywriter and author, and an 
avid writer of political commentary.  He served as President of 
the Monadnock Writers’ Group (MWG)  and was a long-time 
board member. 

The submission period for the George Duncan Essay Contest ends February 1, 2021.  MWG will award 
the contest winner a prize of $100.00 and invite the winner and any runner-ups to read their essays at an 
MWG general meeting in the spring of 2021.  One or more local newspapers are expected to publish the 
winning essay. 

Eligibility:  The contest is open to students in grades 9 through 12 who attend public, private, and home-
schools in the following towns: 
Chesterfield, Harrisville, Keene, Marlborough, Marlow, Nelson, Westmoreland,  Stoddard, Surry, 
Winchester, Acworth, Alstead, Walpole, Charlestown, Langdon, Fitzwilliam, Gilsum, Richmond, Roxbury, 
Swanzey, Troy, Sullivan, Antrim, Dublin, Peterborough, Francestown, Greenfield, Hancock, Bennington, 
Sharon, Temple, Jaffrey, Rindge, Greenville, New Ipswich, Mason, Wilton, Lyndeborough, and Milford 

Essay prompt:  Select a political issue that is currently in the news. Write a persuasive, fact-based 
analysis of the issue using a civil tone. Write it in the style of an op-ed piece.  

Submission instructions: 

• Essay length should be at least 500 words and no more than 800 words. 
• Submit your essay to gduncanessay@gmail. com by February 1, 2021. 
• Include your name, school, email address, and your essay in the body of the email.  
To ask any questions, please visit http://monadnockwriters. org or email gduncanessay@gmail.com. 

 
How 
to 

Publish Your Creative Writing in Literary Journals:  The 
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Stop, stop, what am I even doing here?  What is this writing?  It’s 
better to not think about it.  Automatic writing they call it, I think.  
Like automatic fire.  In all directions. T-t-t-t-t-t. 



book  Submit, Publish, Repeat: 6th Edition is available for free.  It covers how to get your writing 
published in literary journals, how this can build your writing career, and how to avoid the common 
mistakes most new authors make when starting the publication process.  It also features lists of literary 
journals open to submissions, including journals that respond quickly, prestigious journals, paying 
journals, and more. 
Get the free book at: 
 https://www.authorspublish.com/submit-publish-repeat-5th-edition/  

MWG Announcements 
Penning the Pandemic:  The new anthology from MWG is available 
at the Toadstool in Peterborough and is available for order from any other 
online and brick-and-mortar retail booksellers.  Copies at a discounted price 
will be available at the monthly meetings of the MWG.  We had a reading via 
Zoom on September 19 on a morning too cold to meet outdoors.  It was very 
interesting to hear the writings in the authors’ voices  

The creative writing in this volume shares the shock, the anguish, the 
courage, and the resilience of humanity in extraordinary times.  After 
science and politics have had their say, art is left to record what the 
survivors felt and what they learned at heart. 

Membership renewal:  It is time to renew your membership for the 
2020-2021 program year.  Although we are constrained by extraordinary 
health concerns during the pandemic, we are planning a full schedule of 
events through June.  See details on renewal at the end of this newsletter. 

 

More from the Monadnock Writers’ Group 

Resources for Writers:  Go to the MWG website http://www.monadnockwriters.org/    
or Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/groups/monadnockwriters/ for numerous ideas on writing, 
reading and publishing.  

Get something into the Quill: If you would like to submit to our monthly newsletter please 
send your information to Carl at info@monadnockwriters.org at least four days before the end of the month. As 
a member, you may include your author events and announcements.  
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No two writers are the same, like snowflakes and fingerprints.  No one will 
ever write in just the same way that anyone else does.  Because of this fact, 
there is no real competition between writers.  What appears to be 
competition is actually nothing more than jealousy and gossip. 



MWG Bloggers:  Let us know if you would like your blog to be listed on the MWG website and 
Facebook page.  Send your details to monadnockwriters@gmail.com. 

Who are we at MWG?:  Established in 1984, the primary mission of the Monadnock Writers’ 
Group is to offer fellowship and support to professional writers and to those actively engaged in 
developing their writing skills.  For more about us and to say something about yourself, see the 
Monadnock Writers’ Group Members page (https://monadnockwriters.org/membership/our-members/) 
where you can read short biographies of our members and you can get in touch with someone doing work 
related to your own or just to share work that is interesting.   

Monadnock Writers’ Group Membership Information:  
• Program year membership - September through June  

o Regular membership $30 
o Students and seniors $25 
o Patron $50 
o Benefactor $100 
o Corporate $250 

• Individual members are encouraged to announce their own projects such as workshops, social 
gatherings, group support sessions, or whatever the writing-related endeavor. Feel free to take the 
floor at the monthly meeting, or contact the newsletter editor mabbszenoc@yahoo.com to send an 
announcement to the membership in the monthly newsletter.  

• Bring a friend to one of our monthly meetings, and if they join MWG, you will receive a $20 gift 
certificate for the Toadstool Bookshop!   

 

Peterborough  
Town Library  
renovation so far

2020-2021 Board of Directors: 

President: Sara Miller;  Vice President: Rodger Martin;  Secretary: Carl Mabbs-Zeno;  Treasurer: William Bryk;     
Members-at-Large:  Louise Werden, Maura MacNeil, Ann Day, Jesseca Timmons. 
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