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The Quill 

April 2018:  

Monadnock Writers’ Group 
Supporting Writers Since 1984 
 

   

P.O. Box 3071,   Peterborough, NH   03458       
http://www.monadnockwriters.org/    
https://www.facebook.com/groups/monadnockwriters/ 
monadnockwriters@gmail.com  
Monadnock Writers’ Group is a non-profit 501-(c)(3) organization. Donations are tax deductible.
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Calendar of Events  
 

The Monadnock Writers’ Group meets on the third Saturday of every month from September through 

June, 9:45 to 11:45 a.m. Beginning in October, we meet at the Peterborough Town Library in the 

lower level meeting room. The Speaker Series is open to the public and free of charge.  Our speakers are 

instructive and inspirational for writers of all literary forms, genres, and levels of experience. 

 

April 2:  Writers’ Night Out 

Writers’ Night Out is the first Monday of each month, 7:00 p.m. to about 9:00 p.m, except July, 

September, and January (when the first Monday often conflicts with holidays).  This is largely a 

social gathering of writers at Brady’s American Grill in Peterborough, located a mile north of 

Peterborough center on U.S. 202 (Concord Street) in Brady’s Plaza.  

 

April 3 (and each following Tuesday):  Open writing session  

Come to the Greenfield Library at 10:00 to noon on Tuesdays (enter through the back door) to 

dedicate two hours toward your personal writing project in the company and support of 

motivated writers.   

 

April 21:   Mark Timney 

Checklist for Libel  Libel law can be confusing, especially when you're on 

deadline and there's a possibility of defamation. This presentation is designed to 

help anyone who has concerns about libel reduce their legal exposure. 

Participants will be guided through a libel checklist that examines defamation 

law through a series of(relatively)simple questions. As soon as you answer "no" 

to a question libel shouldn't be an issue. Keep answering "yes" to these questions 

and you're on shaky legal ground. 

          Mark Timney is an award winning journalist, educator and mass 

communicator with more than 30 years of professional experience. He has been 

teaching media law and ethics at Keene State College for the past 16 years.  

http://www.monadnockwriters.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/monadnockwriters/
mailto:monadnockwriters@gmail.com
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April 21:  All members welcome at MWG Board meeting. 

 

Following the regular MWG monthly meeting, The MWG Board will meet, also in the Peterborough Town 

Library.  All MWG members are welcome to come. 

 

May 19:   Gary Margolis 
 

Gary Margolis is the author of several poetry books including Fire in 

the Orchard (Autumn House Press, 2002), which was nominated for 

the 2002 Pulitzer Prize for poetry; Falling Awake (University of Georgia 

Press, 1986); , Below the Falls, Addison Press. His book Seeing the 

Songs is a memoir of his travels in Ecuador, 2012.   

 

In 2015 he published “Raking the Winter Leaves: New and Selected 

Poems” Bauhan Publishing, Peterborough. Runner Without a Number 

(Wind Ridge Publishing Voices of Vermonters) is his latest book, published in 2016.  

 

June 16:   Member Read-Around 
Members of the Monadnock Writers’ Group read excerpts of their own work up to ten minutes 

each.  The public is welcome to attend. 

 

In Memory of George Duncan 

George Duncan passed away peacefully at home on March 19, 2018 at the age of 82. He was a dedicated 

member of and generous contributor to MWG for over ten years. George served on the Board of Directors, 

first as president, and then as public relations officer. His ideas led to new community outreach events, 

such as the Write a Haiku! project held throughout Peterborough at the Town Library and local 

businesses. George also served as a prose editor and sponsor for the MWG publication Shadow and 

Light—A Literary Anthology on Memory. 

 

George was an award-winning marketing copywriter, who retired in 2008. He found new joy in writing 

creative nonfiction, fiction, poetry, and in his blogs, “Watch Your Ads” and “Just Sayin’.” His creative 

writing has been published in Ad Hoc Monadnock Online and Smoky Quartz. 

 

 
The New Hampshire finals of the Three-

Minute Fiction Slam were held at the New 

Hampshire Institute of Art in in 

Manchester during March.  Unfortunately Ann Robinson, the 

Peterborough winner was unable to attend but we were well represented by 

our runner up, Cynthia Martell, whose poetic and enigmatic piece was in 

last month’s Quill.  Second place in the finals was won by an MWG 

member, Tori Haring-Smith, who represented Derry in the contest.  Both 

Ann’s and Tori’s entries appear in this month’s Quill. 

The first and third place finishers flank Tori in 

the front row.  The judges are behind them. 
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Outlets for your work 
 

New England Memories:  MWG member Linda Thomas has completed the Fall 2017 issue of her 

semiannual (spring and fall) New England Memories magazine, with writing and photography from 

MWG members and others.  If you would like to submit prose, poetry, or artwork for the Spring issue, 

please read the submission guidelines and past issues at www.newenglandmemories.com.  

 

Smoky Quartz seeks new members for editorial board: Smoky Quartz is the semi-annual 

online publication of The Monadnock Writers’ Group that publishes poetry, short fiction, creative 

nonfiction and a diverse selection of art and photography. You can read Smoky Quartz online at 

http://smokyquartz.org/.  Contributing writers and artists retain all rights to their work.  

Smoky Quartz is taking a hiatus in order to save time for its staff to focus on the MWG Anthology. The 

Smoky Quartz is seeking new members for its Board in time for starting up again later this year.  This is a 

good opportunity to work with local authors and participate in a major project of the MWG. 

 

The Experiment now accepting 

submissions:  The Experiment is an 

independent publisher launched in 2008. 

Since 2011 they have been an imprint of 

Workman Publishing.  They publish a 

range of nonfiction, focusing on practical 

things such as food (one of the bestsellers 

they have published is the Forks over 

Knives Cookbook), health and fitness, 

psychology and personal development, 

parenting, relationships, sexuality, and 

nature. They say “We’re called The 

Experiment because every book is a test 

of new ideas—and because we’re 

motivated by the same curiosity and 

wonder that drive every scientific 

experiment. Our books enlighten, 

empower, and entertain readers with new 

or freshly presented ideas.”  See 

https://www.workman.com/imprints/th

e-experiment . 

 

Marketing outlet for your 

work: The Marketing Team of the New 

Hampshire Writers Project will post your 

information for free to their platforms 

(FB, Twitter, IG  with pictures), as well as 

their website.  Send a blurb to 

"Marketing@nhwritersproject.org". 

http://www.newenglandmemories.com/
http://smokyquartz.org/
https://www.workman.com/imprints/the-experiment
https://www.workman.com/imprints/the-experiment
mailto:Marketing@nhwritersproject.org
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A Responsive Publisher:  RhetAskew 

Publishing (a division of Rhetoric Askew, LLC) 

appreciates the time and effort authors put into 

creating stories they believe are ready for 

submission. Because of their appreciation and 

respect for the craft and authors, we give 

feedback. 

 

You will not receive a form-letter rejection from them. They provide feedback on every query they receive. 

If they do not feel your story is Askew material, they will provide an explanation as to why. 

 

Submissions AND Queries will be evaluated on a multi-point system to determine if they are ready for 

print, or not. Authors of stories that are NOT ready for editing but have a strong plot and characters will 

receive an invitation to the Creative Development process where one of their editors will walk through the 

manuscript with the author to polish the story until it is at its absolute best.  See 

https://rhetoricaskew.wordpress.com/ . 

 

Poetry Wolf submissions open:  Poetry Wolf, a poetic 

press, is new press publishing poetry chapbooks. They have a 

unique publishing model where a portion of profits are donated to a 

charity in the local area of the published poet. They recently opened 

for submissions. To see what they like (or to find some rad new 

poetry), please check out their Books page.  See 

https://poetrywolfpress.wixsite.com/home . 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

******************** 

Other Items 

 

Mud Chronicles Update: The 

editors of the upcoming MWG 

anthology, The Mud Chronicles: A New 

England Anthology,  would like to  thank 

MWG members who submitted their work 

for review.  

Review of submissions will take place 

through spring and early summer with 

editorial decisions completed by July 

1st.  Periodic updates can be found on the 

MWG website.  

 

  

https://rhetoricaskew.wordpress.com/
https://poetrywolfpress.wixsite.com/home
https://poetrywolfpress.wixsite.com/home/books
https://poetrywolfpress.wixsite.com/home
https://poetrywolfpress.wixsite.com/home
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Workshop in Peterborough:  WORLD ENOUGH & TIME: On Creativity & Slowing 

Down”  

 

DESCRIPTION OF WORKSHOP:  Almost everything we care deeply about, we do with some nimbus of 

slowness around it, whether that be writing a poem, digging a garden, or baking a birthday cake for a 

beloved child. “The greatest assassin of life is haste,” said the poet Theodore Roethke. And yet some 38% 

of Americans describe themselves as “always feeling rushed.” World Enough & Time is intended as an 

antidote to that frantic sense of urgency. Over the course of our time together, we will focus on very 

ordinary, everyday activities -- walking, talking, writing, drawing, telling stories --  exploring them both 

as a source of pleasure in themselves, and as a pathway to our own creative work.  Sometimes allowing 

oneself time and space to do a blissful kind of nothing can be the most simplest and most inspiring tactic 

of them all.  

 

World Enough is intended as a hands-on workshop, combining stories and discussion with a special focus 

on reading, writing, walking, drawing, and dreaming.  

 

ABOUT THE INSTRUCTOR: Christian McEwen was born in Britain, and now lives in Williamsburg, MA. 

Over the past two decades, she has taught poetry and creative writing at the New School in New York City; 

at Williams College and Smith College in Massachusetts, and (for Lesley University), all over the United 

States. Her book World Enough & Time: On Creativity and Slowing Down, is now in its sixth printing.  

 

The workshop will be 9 am to 1 pm at the Peterborough Town Library on May 5, 2018. 

The fee for the workshop will be $35. Please register by emailing Sara Miller, saralmiller33@gmail.com or 

calling her at (603) 924-0027.   

 

Free e-Book update:  The 2018 Guide to Manuscript 

Publishers:  The 2018 Guide to Manuscript Publishers features 172 

traditional book publishers that accept submissions directly from writers. No 

agent or previous publishing experience is required. The guide features 

publishers of books in a wide variety of genres, including literary fiction, 

picture books, non-fiction, young adult, Christian, romance, science-fiction, 

mystery, and more.  See http://www.authorspublish.com/the-2018-guide-

to-manuscript-publishers/ . 

 

Writers Night Out beyond the Monadnock Region:  The 

NHWP organizes 13 Writers Night Out groups across New Hampshire.  Some 

have a monthly read-around; some have their participants describe what 

they are reading; some are like ours in being mostly social events.  All writers 

are welcome at any of the groups.  To find other locations around New 

Hampshire see the NHWP Writers Night Out page:  https://www.nhwritersproject.org/writers-night-

out/. 

 

Fantasy-, Science Fiction-, and Horror-writing Workshop:  You may experience six 

weeks (June 2 – July 13, 2018) of directed study with Jeanne Calvelos, former senior editor at Bantam 

Doubleday and winner of the World Fantasy Award.  She promises in-depth feedback on your work; 

intensive sessions on character, plot, word-building, style, and more; and one-on-one attention and 

guidance.  The course will be held at Saint Amselm College, Manchester.  The application deadline April 7.  

For more information go to www.odysseyworkshop.org. 

mailto:saralmiller33@gmail.com
http://www.authorspublish.com/the-2018-guide-to-manuscript-publishers/
http://www.authorspublish.com/the-2018-guide-to-manuscript-publishers/
https://www.nhwritersproject.org/writers-night-out/
https://www.nhwritersproject.org/writers-night-out/
http://www.odysseyworkshop.org/
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Book Review- “The New Well-Tempered Sentence: A Punctuation Handbook for the 

Innocent, the Eager, and the Doomed”:  Karen Elizabeth Gordon has expanded and revised her 

short book to amuse and inform writers.  With smart humor, witty illustrations, and quick lessons, she 

turns punctuation into an engrossing subject that will tempt the reader to go cover-to-cover in one sitting. 

Had you thought that there are times when two identical words or words close in sound should be 

separated by commas for easier reading?  They came in, in striped pants and spats.  They went to sea to 

see and be seen.  Or that unrelated numbers should be separated by commas?  In 1905, 763 mustaches 

were shaved off in one county of Massachusetts.  (Reviewed by Carl M-Z) 

 

Writer's Corner at Greenfield’s Stephenson Library:  Take a look at the offerings outlined 
below from the library in Greenfield at https://www.greenfield-nh.gov/stephenson-memorial-library/library-
services/pages/writers-corner 

 
Try the new and exciting digital software, "Press-

Books" to create your own e-book. Submissions are 

automatically reviewed by Library Journal editors.  

 

Submit your e-book for review using Bibliolabs "Self-e" 

platform next! If your book is picked to be 

"highlighted" it will be featured nationally 

through the bibliolab library. 

Looking for other Indie authors in New 

Hampshire? Authors who have submitted their works through the Self-e platform 

are in the Indie author database. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Member Biographies: Members are encouraged to write up a short personal profile (biography) for 

posting on the Monadnock Writers’ Group website “Members” section, and to our Facebook page if you so 

choose.   Please submit your new or updated profile by e-mail as a paragraph or two including: 

• what kind of writing you do, 

• where you live now and where you came from, 

• what you have published or plan to publish, and 

• anything about yourself that might help other members approach you with some relevant ideas or 

conversation. 

 

For the Website: Maximum 200 words, 3rd person, please feel free to include links to your own 

website, most recent publication, and other social media links. Submit your profile for the MWG 

website to our email at monadnockwriters@gmail.com or to Linda Thomas at 

lindajean.nh@gmail.com. The Monadnock Writers’ Group website is located at 

https://monadnockwriters.org/ .  

 

One does not only wish to be understood when one writes; one wishes just as surely not to be 

understood. 

- Friedrich Nietzsche 

 

 

https://www.greenfield-nh.gov/stephenson-memorial-library/library-services/pages/writers-corner
https://www.greenfield-nh.gov/stephenson-memorial-library/library-services/pages/writers-corner
file:///C:/Users/Owner/Documents/M%20Writers%20Group/monadnockwriters@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Owner/Documents/M%20Writers%20Group/lindajean.nh@gmail.com
https://monadnockwriters.org/
https://stephensonlibrary.pressbooks.pub/
https://selfe.librariescreate.com/self-e/org/stephensonlibrary
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For Facebook: A short bio, feel free to include a link, 140 characters counting your name but not the 

link. Send your Facebook bio to mdflyn@gmail.com.  The MWG Facebook group can be found at 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/monadnockwriters/  . 

 

MWG Bloggers:  Let us know if you would like your blog to be listed on the MWG website and 

Facebook page.  Send your details to monadnockwriters@gmail.com. 

New Hampshire Writers Project:  NHWP is New Hampshire Magazine's "Best of NH 2013" 

winner for "Cultural Catalyst."  Stay up to date with NHWP online: www.nhwritersproject.org.  See them 

on Facebook: "The New Hampshire Writers' Project."  Follow them on Twitter: nhwritersproj. 

 

Who are we at MWG?:  Established in 1984, the primary mission of the Monadnock Writers’ 

Group is to offer fellowship and support to professional writers and to those actively engaged in 

developing their writing skills.  For more about us and to say something about yourself, see the 

Monadnock Writers’ Group Members page 

(https://monadnockwriters.org/membership/our-members/) where you can read short biographies of 

our members and you can get in touch with someone doing work related to your own or just to share work 

that is interesting.   

 

Monadnock Writers’ Group Membership Information:  

• Program year membership - September through June  

o Regular membership $30 

o Students and seniors $25 

o Patron $50 

o Benefactor $100 

o Corporate $250 

• Individual members are encouraged to announce their own projects such as workshops, social 

gatherings, group support sessions, or whatever the writing-related endeavor. Feel free to take the 

floor at the monthly meeting, or contact the newsletter editor mabbszenoc@yahoo.com to send an 

announcement to the membership in the monthly newsletter.  

• Bring a friend to one of our monthly meetings, and if they join MWG, you will receive a 

$20 gift certificate for the Toadstool Bookshop!   

 

 
   

 

 

 

 
 

 

2017-2018 Board of Directors: 
 

President: Sara Miller;  Vice President: Rodger Martin;  Secretary: Carl Mabbs-Zeno;  Treasurer: Denny Caldwell;     
Members-at-Large:  Martha Eichler, Maura MacNeil, Terry Kepner, Ann Day.  
Ex-Officio President: Tina Rapp 

 

Writing is nothing more than a guided dream. 

- Jorge Luis Borges 

 
 

  

 

mailto:mdflyn@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/monadnockwriters/
mailto:monadnockwriters@gmail.com
http://www.nhwritersproject.org/
https://monadnockwriters.org/membership/our-members/
mailto:mabbszenoc@yahoo.com
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Going to Group by Ann Robinson 

 

On Wednesdays, I drive my neighbor Sharon to Cancer Support Group. She has non-Hodgkin’s 

Lymphoma. As she likes to say, “It figures I’d get a disease with non in its name, one that makes  people 

think I don’t really have cancer!” Sharon is superstitious.  She goes to meetings every week, because, as 

she says, “If I don’t go, something awful might happen to someone I care about“, like A, Sharon’s best 

friend in Group, who died of breast cancer. 

 

I should mention here that I’m using initials to protect the identity of the patients. 

 

 When A died, there was no church service, which meant that members of the Group were denied the 

chance to say goodbye. Sharon, however, was invited to A’s home as she lay dying, and had this to report: 

A was surrounded by her art, the paintings and pieces of sculpture that meant the most to her. Five people 

were in attendance: A’s two daughters; her son who had been given compassionate leave from prison in 

order to say goodbye to his mother; the hospice nurse who was also a friend of the family, and Sharon.  As 

a parting gesture, the girls spread rose petals on their mother’s frail body which they had encased in green 

silk.  “Green was A’s favorite color,” Sharon says wistfully as she dabs her eyes with a wadded Kleenex 

she’s pulled from a box on the front seat of my car. 

 

She tells me she has a crush on D, a younger guy in the Group who’s been diagnosed with a malignant 

brain tumor.  She tells me she likes standing next to him when they recite the opening prayer. Everybody 

holds hands then. “D’s skin is soft, yet his touch is strong,” Sharon says. “I guess that sounds goofy.” 

 

Not really,” I mutter, embarrassed to be privy to her romantic fantasy. 

 

“Well, okay, then,” she says as I pull up to the curb. “Thanks for the ride.” 

 

 I watch her scurry off and wonder why I continue to drive her to Group when I’m tired of being her 

confidante. 

 

That night I read D’s obit in the local paper. It appears he died at home the week before, surrounded by 

his family. I feel sorry for him and for them, and also for Sharon, who hadn’t been able to hold his hand 

one last time and say the words that sustain them all.  
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Baby Steps by Tori Haring-Smith 

 

Chester stared at the stains in his coffee cup.  In the other room, Bea was knitting again, and whenever she 

took to the needles something was amiss.  Blue wool winding around cold metal-- up, over, around, and 

through, up, over, around, and through as she furiously clicked and clicked. She had that picture out 

again, yellowing with age. Tiny face on powder blue.  No hair, no smile.  One cry—that was all. Then still.  

So damned still.  

 

Chester looked out at the gray day.  Maybe a walk to clear his head.  She wouldn’t notice.  Not now. 

 

Outside, the gravel crunched under his boots.  The bones of the earth grinding into dust.  The way of all 

flesh.  He shook his head. Thinking too much.  He didn’t care.  No, he couldn’t care. 

 

He passed the new elementary school, bright and glassy.  Sterile, he thought. Its library lacked the woody 

smell of books thoroughly thumbed, the waxy tables, etched with passionate confessions. Bill loves Mary.  

Tina loves Joe.  Bea loves Chester. 

Thirty years it had been.  Half a lifetime filled with sinks of dishes, sips of coffee, and her face in the 

morning.  Years ago, she would smile when she waked, eyes glistening, embracing him. Now, she just 

looked away, checking the time.  He used to reach out, try to touch. No more.  

He passed a meadow where a doe and her fawn had bedded down.  Not snuggling together but in separate 

hollows on opposite sides of the field, so the scents did not mingle, did not attract predators.  Separation 

is safety.   

Turning back, Chester saw the old folks home. Four people, their gray heads bowed over a deck of cards. 

Cards slapped the table.  One cried out, “Gin!”  They cheered.  A pencil recorded the victory.  The cards 

were gathered and dealt, gathered and dealt as they would be tomorrow, and tomorrow and tomorrow, 

one gray head replacing another but always four, leaning over, waiting for the chance to shout “Gin!” 

The house squatted at the end of road, the paint just beginning to peel.  He shivered and crossed the 

threshold, listening.  Silence.  No more knitting.  And no photograph.  Good.  Usually he had to tuck it 

away.  Baby steps, the doctor had said. 

Maybe a sandwich, a beer, or another cup of coffee.  Maybe not. 

Then he saw her, through the crack in the bedroom door, staring out the window. As the fading sunlight 

touched her face, she looked almost young again.  A trick of light—that was all. Cannot turn back time, 

erase the loss, change the outcome.  As he watched, she turned and saw him.  Did he have the courage?  

She smiled.  Baby steps . . .  He hesitated, took a deep breath, walked over, and caressed her outstretched 

hand.  
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